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FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT —YEAR C

6th March 2022
Lenten Season as formative period
to conquer temptations of our lives (Lk. 4; 1-13)
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
Today’s gospel describes Jesus’ experience in the desert, “He was with the beasts”. On the ﬁrst week of lent, it
reminds us of one of the challenging experiences of our daily life, tempta$on. We are also con$nually threatened, some$mes dominated by wild beasts – that is evil thoughts, evil men and evil spirits.
A tempta4on is a devious invita$on to sin. Evil powers pursue human beings with tempta$ons to commit sin.
We have inherited the fallen nature of Adam and Eve and so we are vulnerable to tempta$on. But in Jesus who
overcame tempta$ons we have the power to overcome tempta$ons as reminded by St. Paul, ‘for as by one
man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous
(Rom 5:19).
Tempta$on on the basis of the sacred scripture.
No one is above tempta4on. Because Jesus himself being the Son of God was tempted. We cannot think that
because of my bap$sm, conﬁrma$on or religious vows I cannot be tempted to sin. I cannot think that because
of my priestly ordina$on I cannot be tempted. On this earthly life we cannot claim that we are ‘living saints’
because of vulnerability to tempta$on. We are ‘struggling saints’ constantly ﬁgh$ng against evil and evil inclina$ons. We ﬁnd so many people in religions who claim to be God-men as if they are living saints. Let us admire
Pope Benedict XVI who admi<ed before the world that he is fragile and Pope Francis who o>en recalls that he
is sinner and everyone is. Anybody who claims to be a living saint should be only a liar, but the one who
con$nues the struggle to free from the bondage of our basic ins$ncts is a “saint”.
Tempta4on is not sin, but it is a means for spiritual growth. Tempta$on is a spiritual challenge. Every a<empt
to conquer tempta$on increases spiritual resistance power. We ﬁnd in the gospel Jesus a>er facing the tempta$ons coming out powerful to start his public ministry.
Tempta4on is an endless experience. The three tempta$ons were not ﬁnal tempta$ons of Jesus. Satan
approached Him in various ways. For example, we ﬁnd Jesus scolding his beloved disciple Peter, ‘Satan, get
beside me’, seeing the cunning voice of the devil speaking through the mouth of Peter.
Satan cannot force us to sin, he can only invite us to sin. It is because of the gi> of free will which is symbolically
seen in the book of Genesis as ‘tree of the knowledge of good and evil’. Free will is the factor that diﬀeren$ates
a human from the divine, created from the creator.
To conquer tempta4on we do not need to do anything extraordinary but do two things! Firstly, Recognize
and admit your frailty and weakness as a human being. Secondly, remain faithful to God. This is basically the
spirit of the Lenten season.
Today’s gospel tells us that ‘Jesus was ministered by angels’ a>er the tempta$on. God does not leave us alone
in the moments of tempta$on but supports us if we remain faithful to Him.
Forty days is an ideal 4me of perseverance. Let us look at this Lenten Season as
a forma$ve period to conquer tempta$ons of our lives.
With many Blessings and Prayers,
Fr.Geo Francis MCBS
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Archdiocesan Prevention &
Protection Policy
The Archdiocese of Brisbane
holds that children, young people
and vulnerable adults are a gift
from God with an intrinsic right
to dignity of life, respect and
security from physical and
emotional harm. They are to
be treasured, nurtured and
safeguarded by all.

Safeguarding Is Everyone’s
Responsibility.

Parish Diary:
Monday 7th March
700pm-8.30pm Seeds of Hope
Prayer mee4ng via Zoom—
Mee#ng ID: 662 852 748
Password: 521023
Ph: Rosa 3886 1661

Wednesday 9th March
8.30am—10.00am: Adora4on
following the 8.00am Mass

Informa4on Night on Monday 7th
March at 7:00 pm in OLW Church
If you ordered the
Lenten Resource
The Spirit and the Cross.
Please collect your copy from the
Marshalls desk
Cost is $5.00

Safeguarding:
All members of Children’s ministry, Sacramental, Finance Council, Parish Pastoral
Council, Sacristans, RCIA, Youth Leaders,
Counters and others.
If you are involved in any of these
ministries you MUST hold a Blue Card and
Police Check if you wish to continue in
the Ministry, regardless of your
previous occupation.
Teachers registration can be used instead
of the police check as these are already
done through the schools.
If you are involved in a ministry that
requires
these
or
have
existing
requirements in place you will be
contacted next few weeks.

___________________________________

Friday 11th March
9:00 am Mother’s Prayers
In Our Lady of the Way Church

For those who have not registered you can
log
onto
the
Volunteers
Portal
http://archbne.org/welcome, or contact
the Parish Of,ice.

1st Sunday of Lent
In today’s Gospel, Jesus overcomes the temptations of power, esteem and wealth.
If like Jesus, you would like to stand in solidarity with those living in poverty, we
invite you to join our St Vincent de Paul Conference.
The gift of your time and compassion can help make a big difference to someone’s
life. Contact the Paul Finch Ph 0421048281 or email memberhip.bris@svdpqld.org.au
to talk to someone about how you can help.

Parish Notices
Message for Lent 2022 (extract)
Pope Francis based his Lenten message on a passage from St Paul’s Le<er to the Gala$ans, “Let us not
grow $red of doing good, for in due $me we shall reap our harvest, if we do not give up. So then, while
we have the opportunity, let us do good to all” (6:9-10).

God’s co-workers
Beginning with the image of sowing and reaping, the Holy Father points out that “Lent invites us to conversion, to a change in mindset, so that life’s truth and beauty may be found not so much in possessing
as in giving, not so much in accumula$ng as in sowing and sharing goodness.”
God, he explains, is the ﬁrst to sow, sowing “abundant seeds of goodness in our human family.” During
the period of Lent, “we are called to respond to God’s gi>” by listening to His Word, so that it might
“bear fruit in our lives.” In this way, we become “God’s co-workers,” which is a grace of sharing in God’s
own “boun$ful goodness.”
Pope Francis says that each year during Lent “we are reminded that ‘goodness, together with love,
jus$ce, and solidarity, are not achieved once and for all; they have to be realized each day.’”
Do not grow 4red of doing good
He concludes his message by reminding us that “the soil is prepared by fas$ng, watered by prayer, and
enriched by charity.” He invites us, once again, not to grow $red of doing good, and calls us to “believe
ﬁrmly that ‘if we do not give up, we shall reap our harvest in due $me,’ and that, with the gi> of
perseverance, we shall obtain what was promised, for our salva$on and the salva$on of others.”
You can access the full script of the Pope’s Lenten message via this link:
h<ps://www.va$can.va/content/francesco/en/messages/lent/documents/20211111-messaggio-quaresima2022.html
Our faith sustains us through challenging times. Now, more than
ever, your support is needed to help our Parish to continue
valuable pastoral activities and to provide ongoing sustainability.
To assist you to support the Parish during this time of isolation, you
can now give via http://parishgiving.brisbanecatholic.org.au.

Project Compassion Sunday
5 & 6 March
Anatercia 12, was struggling to cope with adult responsibilities after her father died. Then she
participated in Caritas Australia-supported training and gained access to psychosocial supports.
Now, her quality of life has improved and she can focus on school..
Please donate to Project Compassion 2022 to help young people succeed in the future and
bring stability to vulnerable youth like Anatercia.
Together, we can help vulnerable communities face their challenges today and build a better
tomorrow For All Future Generations. You can donate through Project Compassion donation
boxes and envelopes available from your Parish, by visiting lent.caritas.org.au,
or by calling 1800 024 413.

CHECK THE NOTICE BOARD FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT WHAT IS HAPPENING
AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE

Please remember in your prayers the sick in our community:

SCRIPTURE READINGS

Bryan Carmichael, Mary Carmichael, Scott Hines, Barry Guest, Pita Nepata,
Norma Quinn, Marcus Neudecker, Noela Corby, Christina Peters, Terry Segrave,
Steven Williams, Rohan Somasekaran, Thomas Bird, Bradley Wright,
Greg Olsson-Lalor, Nina & Raymond Dove, Tia Huff, Vera Versace, Michelle Woodworth,
Abbie Wellspring, Lloyd Mason, Gina Morieni, Nicole Blackburn, Tim McNickle, Kyle Huff, Nathalie
Bernon, Ghishiane Smidt, Patrick Bosworth, Brian Langton, Frank Christensen, Michael Bartsch, Donna
Harrison, Rosa Montegrande and Brian Langton

2ND SUNDAY OF LENT—YEAR C
First reading - Book of
Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18
2nd Reading St Paul to the
Philippians 3:17—4:1
Gospel Reading Luke: 9:28-36
PARISH C

U BARIU It has been a long tradition of the Catholic Church to provide a
sacred site as a ,inal resting place for those of our community who have passed away.
Our Columbarium provides a peaceful atmosphere on a Tom Petrie Homestead site and surrounded by heritage trees. Families and friends are able to pray and remember loved ones.
Within the columbarium grounds, beautiful memorial gardens with bush rocks provide an
opportunity for placement of memorial plaques. If you are interested in ﬁnding out more
please contact the Parish Oﬃce at 3285 6759, petrie@bne.catholic.net.au

Retirement Village
Residential Care
Wellness
Home Care

The caring staff at Holy Cross
Funerals assist families

1300 272 222

at the death of their loved ones, to
ensure that the

www.ballycara.com

Funeral Services are conducted
with dignity and compassion.

www.ugandakids.org.au

For however you choose
to say goodbye.

Uganda Kids
Business Accoun$ng & Tax
Personal Tax
SMSF Administra$on
Bookkeeping

Dona4ons
are
tax deduc4-

*Burials *Crema4ons
*Repatria4ons
*Pre-Arrangements
*Funeral Bonds

“kids ﬁnish
school

www.holycrossfunerals.com
- Ages 5 to adult!

(A) 2/10 Williams St, Dayboro
(P) (07) 3425 1115
(E) info@heathaccoun$ng.com.au
(W) www.heathaccoun$ng.com.au

$5 per fortnight puts a kid
through school.
Call Paul or Sue Fyfe on
0401 710 886

-AMEB exam preparation
-Piano for leisure/fun
-12 years of teaching
experience
-Home studio in Warner
-First lesson is FREE!

Phone Belinda on
0438 556 728
donnellypianoacademy
@gmail.com

Phone: 07 3293 0555
Email: info@holycrossfunerals.com

www.holycrossfunerals.com
An Outreach of the Catholic Church
Funerals with Faith

