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I'he feast of the Baptism is part of an ancient epiphany cycle with the accounts of the Magi (last Sunday), the
twelve-year-old Jesus in the temple (Luke 2:41-52), the wedding at Cana (John 2:1-11), the feeding of the crowds (Matt
8:1-3), and Jesus on the lake (Matt 8:23-27). Each was understood as revealing Christ. Before the liturgical reform we
used John’s account of the baptism, where the Baptist says “Behold the Lamb of God” and “This is God’s Son"—both
statements of revelation. In the reformed Lectionary we read this year Mark 1:7-11, in which we hear the voice from
heaven say to Jesus, “You are my son, the Beloved; my favour rests on you.”

e can approach this in different ways. First, we witness a private moment, as if eavesdropping on the Father
speaking to the Son, in contrast to Matthew who has the voice speak Jesus, and thus speaking to the audience
and reader. Second, we may see the trinitarian image here when we remember in John that Jesus is called “the Word™:
the heavenly one speaks, the action by which a mind conveys words into the world by the power of the breath (which is
what “Spirit” means). Here then, through the Spirit moving in the world, the Father confirms in word that Jesus is the
Son. This epiphany is about Jesus, but it is also trinitarian. Third, the words spoken are adapted from Isaiah 42:1, the
opening line of the first Servant Song in which, as mentioned last Sunday, he is appointed as “light to the nations”.
That forms the first reading in Year A (Isa 42:1-4, 6-7), but it can be read each year.

The reading for Year B is Isaiah 55:1-11, which, in addition to the call to repentance that fits the
Baptist's ministry, also refers to “a witness to the peoples/nations”, a phrase related to “light of the nations”. However,
there is something odd in our translation, for contrary to our version’s “| have made  a witness”, the Hebrew, Greek
and Latin agree in reading ‘| made  a witness”, referring to David, or the king from his line, whom we acknowledge
to be Jesus. The mission of those in this new and everlasting covenant is to gather a new nation, a new collective of
people from all nations.

instead of being followed by a psalm, we have the hymn from Isaiah 12:2-6, which, beyond shared references to
water, is linked by the related words in the Hebrew for and . These allow us to read two of the
hymn’s phrases as “witness among the peoples to his deeds” and “witness this in all the earth”. So, last Sunday’s
universalist themes, of Israel, its King, and its people each being light and witnesses to all peoples, continue in today’s
readings.

I'he second reading for Year B (1 John 5:1-9) introduces something else. It too refers to water, but, rather than
pointing to baptism, its combination with blood points to the author of John’s gospel report of the death of Jesus when
water and blood flow from his pierced heart. But something in the opening lines distracts those cautious with
translations: the second line reads more literally “whoever loves the begetter loves the begotten”. In Greek, grammar is
possessed of gender, but not always of sex. The Greek is far more general than our translation. The distinction is
important because John is not speaking exclusively of Jesus as begotten of God, as the next clause makes clear,
(literally) “By this we know that we love God’s children; when we love God”. John is referring to loving each other,
saying in effect: those who know Jesus are the children of God, and those who love God love the children of God, and
the only way to show love for God is to love God’s children, both in Jesus and in fellow Christians, and indeed in all
others. It seems John was prompted to write from concerns about how Christians were dealing with each other, which
explains the emphasis on Christians. But there is no foundation to interpret this as applicable exclusively to Christians.
John is the New Testament theologian par excellence of the Incarnation; here he has poetically blurred the line
between the Only-Begotten Son and all God’s children, however they may be defined, and in so doing he locates the
place to love God as here, the time as now, and the context as the relationship with those made in God’s image. And
indeed, in listening carefully to the gospel we may hear ourselves referred to as “My child, the beloved”, or as it is put in
the prayer after Communion, that “faithfully listening to your Only Begotten Son we may be your children in name and
in truth.”
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This weekend at Petrie through the Sacrament of Baptism we welcome:

The Parish would like to congratulate and her family on this special day.
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Whilst today we celebrate the feast of the Baptism of the Lord, itis alsoa reminder

37*43 and celebration of our own Baptism. Today’s gospel is a reminder that we are baptised
5 & 9 =z ($$+ with the Holy Spirit, not merely with water. To be baptised with the Holy Spirit means
2 & 9 - ($$+ that we are drawn into communion with God and we are also empowered by that com-
6 <*67i<d = munion to make a difference in the world — to reach out a helping hand to those in

53 431 6> (+ need and to proclaim the good news of Jesus through our actions and our words.
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B> <r< We are always looking for people to help out in our different Ministries in the Parish.
— Take this time to think where can | help, maybe a change of Ministry or maybe a idea
7 & 9 - 4<56!! your have had, we are looking forward to a great year with your help.

& + 3 6 4 4 5 6 <
0, &10,%210 (+,10%+2 Bryan Carmichael, Scott Hines, Barry Guest, Rolf Germain, Pita Nepata,
™ o+ # Norma Quinn, Marcus Neudecker, Noela Corby, Christina Peters,
Terry Segrave, Rita Miles, Steven Williams, Rohan Somasekaran,
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& =-0- Dove, Tia Huff, Helen Chicken, John Engwicht, Vera Versace,
Michelle Woodworth, Abbie Wellspring, Lloyd Mason, Sharon McCourt, HOIY Cross
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°& Kyle Huff, Nathalie Bernon, Ghishiane Smidt, Patrick Bosworth and The caring staff at Holy Cross
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Funeral Services are conducted
with dignity and compassion.
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Talk to a consultant today to ensure your
famzly s peace of mind for the future
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Contact Lesley Jendra
0439 557 596
Email: lesleyjendra@bigpond.com.au
www.lesleyjendra.stampinup.net
Blog: Lesley’s Stampin Ground
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