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THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD  — 3RD JANUARY  2021                 

 

REFLECTION 
by Dianne Bergant CSA 

 
The Christmas season reaches an apex with the Epiphany. In some liturgical traditions, it 

is the central celebration of Christmas. It commemorates not only the birth of Christ and the 
visit of the Magi, but also his baptism in the Jordan and the manifestation of his glory at the 
wedding feast of Cana. In the Roman Catholic tradition, the focus is on the visit of the Magi 
and the implications of that visit for the glorious manifestation of God to all the peoples of 
the world. 

There is a wonderful summons to alertness and presence of mind and heart, a call for all 
the nations to witness the marvellous works of God that shine as light in the midst of the    
surrounding darkness. The light of God is known in the ways in which the 
most vulnerable in the city are cared for and acknowledged. In just action and 
righteousness, the city becomes the beacon of God, and all the nations are   
attracted by this light. The quality of the light leads the way through the dark-
ness and sustains the world in goodness and peace. 

The manifestation of God among us changes the ways in which we         
perceive each other. Christ's birth provides us with the light by which we see a 
new criterion for relating. The Magi represent the multi-ethnic and cultural   
diversity in civic and parish situations, as well as the many religions of the 
world. All people, regardless of race or ethnic origin, can be co-heirs with 
Christ. 
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PLEASE NOTE—The Parish Office is closed and will reopen on Monday 11th January 

Historical Context – The Magi 

   In some translations, the ‘wise men’ of this passage are referred to as ‘Magi’. Magi was the name given to the Persian 
priestly caste. Persia (now, Iran) lies to the east of Israel. These wise men are also sometimes portrayed as astrologers, 
but that is largely because of the reference ‘We saw his star as it rose’. It is interesting that the passage describes ‘some’ 
wise men; tradition has developed a specific number of three – based on the three gifts presented. These anonymous (and 

purely literary) figures have been given names and their ‘relics’ lie in honour beneath the Cathedral of Cologne. 

Have you thought? – Epiphany 

   The feast of the Epiphany celebrates the revelation of Jesus to humankind. The wise men are the representatives of    
humanity bearing witness to this revelation. However, the Epiphany celebrates the revelation of Jesus as not only the     
Messiah of Israel but the Saviour of the whole world. Interestingly, in this gospel that emphasises the ‘Jewish-ness’ of     
Jesus, the witnesses to the birth are gentiles from a foreign land. Their inclusion is a powerful declaration that the revelation 
of Jesus is for all people. Regardless of the liturgical year, this reading is always used on the feast of the Epiphany to     

celebrate this pivotal moment. 

Gospel Focus – Going home 

   The wise men, or Magi, are warned in a dream not to go back to Herod and they go home by a different way. How could 
they do anything but go home another way – indeed, go home as different people? They are changed by their encounter 
with the child Jesus and they go home a different way; in a different state; in a whole different frame of mind. When we 
genuinely encounter Jesus – in scripture, in life, in prayer, in ourselves – then we cannot go home the same way; we must 

go home by a different way as the Magi did. 



 

www.ugandakids.org.au 

Uganda Kids  

“kids finish school 

 
Dona�ons are  

tax deduc�ble 

$5 per fortnight puts a kid 

through school.  

Call Paul or Sue Fyfe on    

0401 710 886 

Rosemary’s Pizza Bases 
Delicious, individually            

hand-made Pizza Bases with 

tomato topping.   

 

 

26cm in diameter  

 $10 for 5 bases 

 

 

SMS orders:  0414678926 

Free delivery in Petrie,             

Kallangur, Lawnton and Bray Park. 

Please remember in your prayers the following people; 

Bryan Carmichael, Scott Hines, Barry Guest, Rolf Germain, Pita Nepata, 
Norma Quinn, Marcus Neudecker,  Noela Corby, Christina Peters,    
Terry Segrave, Rita Miles, Steven Williams, Rohan Somasekaran, 
Thomas Bird,  Bradley Wright, Greg Olsson-Lalor, Nina & Raymond 
Dove, Tia Huff, Helen Chicken, John Engwicht, Vera Versace,     
Michelle Woodworth, Abbie Wellspring, Lloyd Mason, Sharon McCourt,  
Gina Morieni, Paige Hoffman, Nicole Blackburn, Tim McNickle,          
Kyle Huff, Nathalie Bernon,  Ghishiane Smidt, Patrick Bosworth and 
Kath Campbell.  
       

These names will be removed a�er 2 months. If you wish for 

them to remain on longer please ring the Parish Office.  

Business Accoun'ng & Tax 

Personal Tax  

SMSF Administra'on 

Bookkeeping 

 

(A) 2/10 Williams St, Dayboro 

(P) (07) 3425 1115 

(E) info@heathaccoun'ng.com.au 

(W) www.heathaccoun'ng.com.au 

  

WEEKEND MASS TIMES 

Sat 9th Jan—6.pm Petrie 

Sun 10th Jan—8.am Petrie 

Sun 10th Jan—10am Dayboro 

Sun 10th Jan—5.30pm Petrie 
 

Weekdays Mass Times 

 

PETRIE 

Mon 4th Jan  — 8.00am  

Wed 6th Jan  — 8.00am  

ADORATION a?er  will be held 
each WEDNESDAY following 8am 
MASS and will conclude at 10am 

Fri 8th Jan      —  8.00am 
 

DAYBORO 

Thur 7th Jan  — NO MASS 

The caring staff at Holy Cross 

Funerals assist families  

at the death of their loved ones, to 

ensure that the  

Funeral Services are conducted 

with dignity and  compassion.  

For however you choose             
to say goodbye. 

*Burials  *Crema�ons  
*Repatria�ons  
*Pre-Arrangements   
*Funeral Bonds 

www.holycrossfunerals.com 

Phone:  07 3293 0555 
Email: info@holycrossfunerals.com 

 www.holycrossfunerals.com                                              

An Outreach of the  Catholic Church        
Funerals with Faith 

 

SUITE 3 | 1470 ANZAC AVENUE 

KALLANGUR 

PO BOX 173 KALLANGUR QLD 

4503 

Tel      | 07 3886 1938 

Fax     | 07 3204 6635 

Email | 

law@bradshawlawyers.com.au 

 Scripture Readings  
 

THE BAPTISM OFF THE LORD  

YR B 

 

A reading from the prophet    

Isaiah 55:1-11. 
 

A reading from the 1st letter of 

St. John 5:1-9. 
    

A reading from the holy Gospel 

according to Mark 1:7-11 
 

THURSDAY DECEMBER 31, 2020 

"Dear sister, dear brother, never be  discouraged.   
Are you tempted to feel you were a  mistake?     
God tells you, “No, you are my child!”  
 Do you have a feeling of failure or inadequacy, the 
fear that you will never emerge from the dark    
tunnel of trial?   
God says to you, “Have courage, I am with 
you.”  He does this not in words, but by making 
himself a child with you and for you.  In this way, 
he reminds you that the starting point of all rebirth 
is the recognition that we are children of God… 
This is the undying heart of our hope, the incan-
descent core that gives warmth and meaning to 
our life.  Underlying all our strengths and        
weaknesses, stronger than all our past hurts and 
failures, or our fears and concerns about the fu-
ture, there is this great truth: we are beloved sons 
and daughters.  God’s love for us does not, and 
never will, depend upon us.  It is completely free 
love." 

Pope Francis  - HOMILY DECEMBER 24, 2020 


