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energising them to set about their mission of continuing the ministry of Jesus. The gospel
reading is one of the post-resurrection appearances by Jesus when he breathed the Holy
Spirit upon the disciples. The actual events of that first Pentecost are recorded in the book of
Acts and are recalled in this week’s first reading. The use of this post-resurrection gospel
account is a reminder that Jesus had already imbued the disciples with the Spirit but, as so
often throughout his ministry, they were a bit slow to catch on to the significance of what he
had done. It seems that they needed a more tangible experience to jolt them into action and
Acts records the very physical experience of the Spirit entering their midst as a roaring wind
before settling upon them as tongues of flame. Jesus had breathed the Spirit upon them but it
took the roaring wind to make a real impression on the disciples. There are frequent
references in the gospels to Jesus being ‘filled with the Spirit’. It is this Spirit with which he
was filled that he breathed upon his disciples; it is that same Spirit that we receive
sacramentally in Confirmation.
For the weeks following the death of Jesus the disciples had lived in fear and confusion, not
fully understanding what had happened and not really knowing what to do. When
they realised that the Spirit Jesus had breathed upon them was really present
and urging them to action they finally had the courage to begin the mission that
Jesus had entrusted to them: to spread the Good News of Jesus and continue to
realise his message in the world.
Historical Context – Pentecost
The word Pentecost comes from the Greek for fiftieth day. Pentecost Sunday ends the
season of Easter and comes as a Sabbath day after seven weeks of seven days. In Jewish
tradition the 50th day after the Passover was celebrated as a blessing of the harvest and
rather than the unleavened bread of Passover it was celebrated by leavening the bread.
It was for this reason that the disciples were gathered together when they experienced the
Holy Spirit empowering them. In Christian tradition, Pentecost is celebrated as the arrival of
the Spirit, promised by Jesus, that animated the disciples to spread the gospel of Jesus
and gather believers to form what would eventually become the Church.
Have you thought? The Spirit
We can sometimes regard Pentecost as the day the Holy Spirit came into the world.
However, the Spirit had long been active in the world before this event. In fact, even the
second verse of Genesis Chapter 1 tells us that the Spirit hovered over the waters.
The Old Testament is filled with references in which ‘The Spirit of God came upon (him)
with power’ and the Spirit was evident at Jesus’ baptism and throughout the gospels.
Jesus is frequently described as being ‘filled with the Spirit’. So, from the very beginning of
creation the Spirit has moved in the world and continues to energise it today.
Living the Gospel – Come, Holy Spirit
‘Come, Holy Spirit’, or its Latin, ‘Vene Sancte Spiritus’, has become the basis of countless
prayers and hymns over many hundreds of years. To this day, it remains a powerful
invocation that can be used in prayer or meditation. Three simple words convey a wealth of
meaning. The invitation for the Spirit to ‘Come’ indicates recognition of the need for the
Spirit’s intervention and openness to accept the guidance that the Spirit brings. It is a
powerful, simple prayer that can be used at the outset of any significant undertaking or
whenever you find yourself in need of inspiration.
By Greg Sunter—Liturgy Help
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Reflections on the Rosary
Have you ever wanted to learn to
pray the Rosary?
Join in and pray the all the
mysteries for everyday of the week
with Carole Danby in this guided
reﬂec'on for praying the rosary.
This 16 minute video is available
on the Archdiocese of
Brisbane website.
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Church’s Social Mission during the Covid-19 Pandemic
In this moment of social isola'on, there are many who are
vulnerable and struggling to cope with a loss of employment,
income or social support. As the Church we are called to care for
the vulnerable, but it can be diﬃcult to know how we can provide
support. Our doors may be closed, but our hearts remain open and
the social mission of the Church remains a priority. This document serves as a
star'ng point providing informa'on to enable support for those aﬀected by the
pandemic and the restric'ons put in place. It covers a list of en''es, the services
they provide, and who these services are relevant to. For more informa'on,
contact Peter Arndt (Execu've Oﬃcer, Catholic Jus'ce and Peace Commission
Brisbane) on cjpc@bne.catholic.net.au

Knights Silver Circle: The winner of this weeks draw No. 9 - 23rd May- was Paul Fyfe of Petrie with
Ticket No.09. Congratulations!! The big draw is next week 30th!! Good luck and thankyou for your
support & generosity as you are all winners with our beneficiaries.
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according to John 3:16-18
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Please remember in your prayers the following people;
Brian Carmichael, Sco4 Hines, Barry Guest, Rolf Germain, Pita Nepata,
Norma Quinn, Marcus Neudecker, Neola Corby, Anne Feeney,
Chris'na Peters, Samantha Pride, Terry Segrave, Rita Miles,
Steven Williams, Rohan Somasekaran, Thomas Bird, Bradley Wright,
Greg Olsson-Lalor, Nina & Raymond Dove, Tia Huﬀ, Helen Chicken,
Dorothy Davidson, John Engwicht, Vera Versace, Michelle
Woodworth, Abbie Wellspring, Lloyd Mason, Sharon McCourt,
Gina Morieni, Paige Hoﬀman, Nicole Blackburn, Amanda Moyle,
Tim McNickle, Kyle Huﬀ, Nathalie Bernon, Ghishiane Smidt,
Patrick Bosworth, Kathy Bosua & Be4y Elmes.
These names will be removed a er 2 months. If you wish for them to
remain on longer please ring the Parish Oﬃce.
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